THE   SUN   AND   THE  SERPENT

The idea of the Buddhist " wheel of the law "
was doubtless derived from this wheel or chakra of
the sun.

Krishna, who, as we shall see, claimed divine
honours as an incarnation of the Sun-god, also
carried a discus. This is represented sometimes
as a mark of his divinity, and sometimes as a keen-
edged weapon of destruction.

It seems probable that the disk of the Sun-god
was sometimes confused with a sharp steel quoit,
such as that carried by the Akalis or martial
devotees of the Sikhs, which was an ancient
weapon of war.

In the Mahabharata, in one place, Pavaka or
Agni is said to have given to Krishna a discus,
which was a fiery weapon ; * and in another place
the discus is said to be made of iron.2

Again, we find : " The chief of the Yadus, that
slayer of all foes, in anger instantly cut off the
head of the ruler of Chedi by means of his discus." 3
Then, Krishna says that he launched the great
powerful discus Sudarsana, " which reduceth to
ashes in battle, Yakshas, Rakshasas, Danavas and
kings born in impure tribes." *

1  Mahabharata, Adi, Khandavadaha, p. ccxxvii.

2 Ib., Sauptika, p. xii.

3 Ib., Sabha, Sisupalabadha, p. xlv.

* Mahabharata, Arjunabigamana, p. xxii.
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